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\AMERIGAN CONEULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE Lagos, Nigeria; July 9, 1943

Dear Fonlks:

Letters from you have been pretty scarce recently; I hope
it just means that you have becn busy and not that you have been
sick., The last one was dated May 19th. Philinda has been receiv-
ing letters regularly from her folks via Army Porv 0ffice. They
usually make the trip in not over two weeks, and I hope that you
will take advantage of this service. I got a letter through the
Department's pouch today dated June 2lst, which isn't too bad.

The pouches come in good time, but there seems to be considerable
delay in the Department in getting personal letters into the
pouch,

Philinda and I are leaving for Jos Monday, July l2th.

I called the Acting General Manager of the Nigrian Rallway sone
time ago and asked him if he could reserve a compartment for us,
It wasn't a small request, as the rallway is very crowded for
space right now, and I don't know whether we will have it alone
or not. Usually, they put all the ladies (there aren't many, as
a rule) in one compartment at night and erowd the men into the
others. I hope it will work out all rlght, for even at best the
trip is none too comfortable. Some one compared the cars to
boxes, with a shiny metal cover., I will doubtless be able to
tell you more about them when we return,

The Nigerian Railway is a lot bigger and offers better
gervice than one would expeect, as least a person arriving with the
idea that the country was pretty primitive - which, as a rule, it
is. I was surpriged, for instance, to see several shiny sleeping
cars and a dining car walting on the siding when ny boat arrived,
The lines run from Lagos to Kano, 700 miles by rail to the north-
eagt, and from Port Harcourt to Kaduna, where £it joins the Lagos
to Kano line. There is & branch from Kaduna to Jos, and a through
sleeper 1s operated frm Lagos to Jos, Limited trains, romantically
known as the "Up Limited" and the "Down Limited"™ run three times
a week, and local service is run more frequently between the more
populated parits. Before the war made ship sailingsa military secret

they also ran boat trains to make the regular departures of the
nain steamers for England.

The rubd is narrower than standard. The gauge is 4287,
aiid this cemplicates the problem of obtaining equipment, especlally
in war time, Considerable equipment has been shippéd from the
U.S. under Lend-Lease, and it 1s beling put to good use, you may

be sure. It wag laid out about the turn of the centnory, and the
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construction does not pemmit very high speeds, The trip from here
to Jos (735 niles) takes from noon on londay until 9:30 Wednesday
morning, when the train is on time, which 1 understand is a very
rare occurance indeed. Another reason for the slow speed is the
fact that the englineers are all natives, and they have to be careful
as regards speed as tvthey have somewhat less diseretion than a white
man. They also wear out the tracks and loconmotives more aulckly.
The limited trains, I understand, average about 15 miles an hour,

It is annoying to think of spending two days on a trip that could
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casily be mado overnight at home, but ni ia is Nigeria.
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We are going to stuy with a couple named Arnalls who are
fréends of Perry Jester's. They came to Lagns en route to South
Africa, and stayed with Perry about two weeks while waiting a
plane, When Perry heard we were going to Jos, he wrote them and
-suggested that they ask us to stay with them, which they very kindly
did, This proved fortunave, since there are no accommodations availe
able at the Rest House. Mrs. Arnalls will meet us with the car at
Bukuru, which is about ten miles this side of Jos, Althouzgh I net
them when they stayed with Perry, I don't have any very clear ra-
collection of them, since thore was almost always someone staying ..
with Perry in those days. We hate to impose on them for so long
a time, but there seems to be no choice, We will arrive nn Wed-
nesday, July l4th, and leave on the 27th, This will get us back
before the end of the month, when there is usually a lot to do.

The Aeting General Manager kindly gave us a pass for the round

trip, so there will be no expenses from that point of view,

The fare is about $36 aplcce cach way, so that saving is very worth
while; in gact, I don't know whether we could have afforded the trip -
under other circumstances,

Speaking of expenses, the new income tax has got me
complately confuded. We have reccived a copy of the law, but
frankly, I can't make heads nor tails out of it. My tax will not
be deducted at souree, but I will have to pay quarterly. I paid
my entire 1942 tax at once, ond I believe that is supposed to be N
deducted Trom the first payments due under the new plan. But
how one computes the tax and when you make allowance for the de=-
ductlons for business expenses, I'm sure I don't know. TUnless some
one is able to figure it out, I think I will have to write %o the \g‘“
Collecter in COLUMBUS and regquest his assistance. The cost of o
living is pretty high here, and we are going to have to cut down
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in order to be able to meet the tax. However, I suppose every &
one else is in the same fix, and that is part of the pnmpose of © Y
the tax. N

The various strikes, riots, ete. that have been going on
make a very painful impression out here, the more so because the
British have their home front predty well organized by this time.
People are frankly at a logss to understand how such things could
happen in war time, and I am unable to sound very convineing for

the obvioug reason that such things shouldn't be ¢ o : .
t is most embarrassing, &5 8 e allowed to happen,
Love to all,
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